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Abstract: This contribution offers information about a European project which is part of 
the wider programme “Europe for Citizens”. The project was implemented as a pilot in 
2012 in Romania, Bulgaria and Macedonia. The main goals of the project included: to 
raise awareness of the natural sites of Europe, to encourage active involvement in the 
protection of these sites, and to familiarise the public with the relevant European and 
national legislation. In Romania the pilot included three Natura 2000 sites and three 
communities from the nearby localities. The paper presents the project’s methodology, the 
activities implemented and the results obtained by the project team in Romania. 
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Introduction 
A series of important changes to the concept of European citizen have occurred 

in the last decade, opening new democratic perspectives regarding the active 
involvement of citizens into all aspects of their community.  

In December 2006, the European Parliament and the Council of Europe adopted 
the programme ‘Europe for Citizens’. This programme supports the implementation of 
various types of activities aimed at enhancing European integration. 

The project The Natural Networks of Places and People was developed in this 
context. The project relates to the European educational axis and is part of the 
programme ‘Europe for Citizens’ (2007-2013). 

This project aims to raise awareness of the current environmental issues, to 
stimulate citizens’ interest in the most important natural sites in Europe, to familiarise 
the general public with EU environmental legislation and to create opportunities for 
active involvement in national and European environmental policy-making. This will be 
achieved by encouraging the public to take part in activities of protection and 
conservation of plants and protected habitats.  
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The project, coordinated by the non-governmental organisation Plantlife 
International, was implemented simultaneously in Romania, Bulgaria and Macedonia. 
The Association of Botanical Gardens of Romania was a partner to the project, on 
behalf of Romania.  

The objectives of the project included: 
� To increase responsibility of local communities over their nearby 

protected natural sites; 
� To encourage volunteering for nature by involving citizens in plant 

conservation voluntary activities in the protected areas; 
� To enhance knowledge of national and European environmental 

legislation, and of the active role that European citizens have in 
implementing this legislation; 

� To directly and actively involve citizens in the monitoring and 
management of vegetal diversity in their nearby protected areas; 

� To initiate the creation of national network of volunteers, associated to the 
national network of Natura 2000 sites. 

 
In order to achieve the project’s objectives, a variety of activities were organised 

throughout 2012. The activities included: the selection of protected areas included in the 
project, the creation of volunteer teams for each of the protected areas selected, the 
organisation of training courses for the volunteers, the organisation of public meetings, 
seminars, debates and botanical trips to Natura 2000 sites, and the training of volunteers 
to develop the necessary competences in the monitoring of spontaneous plants with 
conservation value. 

 
About the project 
In Romania the project focused on three Natura 2000 sites which are part of the 

national network of Important Plant Protection and Conservation Areas (IPA-s) (Sârbu 
et al. 2008). Three groups of volunteers where formed around these areas, with citizens 
from the cities of Sinaia and Murfatlar and from Gura Vadului commune: 

� Natura 2000 Site Fântâniţa Murfatlar and the city of Murfatlar (Fig. 1, Fig. 2); 
� Natura 2000 Site Stânca Tohani and Gura Vadului commune (Fig. 3, Fig. 4); 
� Natura 2000 Site Bucegi and the city of Sinaia (Fig. 5, Fig. 6). 

One of the first steps in the implementation of the project was the organisation of 
a training programme for volunteers in Romania, which took place in Great Britain and 
the Netherlands. The two countries were partners in the project and have a vast 
experience in this field. They offered consultancy and advice through two non-
governmental organisations represented by Plantlife International and Floron. The 
programme included interactive classes and seminars, field trips (Dungeness reserve in 
Great Britain, Kampina reserve in the Netherlands), and also ecological activities in the 
protected areas, with the participation of citizens and local authorities.  

In each of the three Romanian localities included in the project (the cities of 
Sinaia and Murfatlar and Gura Vadului commune), the project management team, in 
collaboration with the teams of volunteers, ran various types of activities attended by 
over 300 citizens: conferences for citizens (Fig. 7), botanical trips (Fig, 8), practical 
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training of volunteers for the monitoring of rare plants (Fig. 9), seminars and debates 
with the participation of Natura 2000 site managers, environmental agencies, local 
authorities, the volunteers involved in the project and citizens of all ages and 
professions (Fig. 10, Fig. 11).  

Particular attention was paid to the practical training of volunteers for the 
development of competences in the recognition and monitoring of plants with 
conservation value in the nearby Natura 2000 sites. To achieve this, four plants were 
selected for each Natura 2000 site involved in the project (Oltean 1994). For the 
selected plants, recognition and inventory files were created (Ciocârlan 2009), which 
were then used for the training of the volunteers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 1. Natura 2000 Site Fântâniţa-Murfatlar, Romania 
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Fig. 2. The team of volunteers from the city of Murfatlar, Romania 

 

 
Fig. 3. Natura 2000 Site Stânca Tohani, Romania 
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Fig. 4. The team of volunteers from the Gura Vadului commune, Romania 

 

 
Fig. 5. Natura 2000 Site Bucegi – Poiana Stânii Regale, Romania 

 



Sârbu Anca, Paraschiv Anca Monica, Anastasiu Paulina, Mihai Daniela Clara 70 

 
Fig. 6. The team of volunteers from the city of Sinaia, Romania 

 

 
Fig. 7. Conference for the citizens of the city of Sinaia, Romania 
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Fig. 8. Botanical trip to the Natura 2000 Site Stânca Tohani, for the citizens of the Gura Vadului 

commune, Romania 
 

 
Fig. 9. Volunteers from Sinaia, learning how to recognise rare plants in Poiana Stânii Regale, 

Natura 2000 Site Bucegi, Romania 



Sârbu Anca, Paraschiv Anca Monica, Anastasiu Paulina, Mihai Daniela Clara 72 

 
Fig. 10. Release of the book “Together for Plants” for the citizens of Murfatlar, Natura 2000 Site 

Fântâniţa-Murfatlar, Romania 
 

 
Fig. 11. Seminar for the citizens of Sinaia, Natura 2000 Site Bucegi, Sinaia 
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For the Natura 2000 Site Fântâniţa-Murfatlar the following species were 
selected: Ajuga salicifolia (L.) Schreb. – sub-endemic and rare plant in Romania, Linum 
pallasianum Schult. subsp. borzeanum (Nyár.) Petrova – sub-endemic, rare and 
threatened plant, Ononis pusilla L. and Paeonia tenuifolia, vulnerable and rare plants 
(Sârbu et al. 2009) (Fig. 12, Fig. 13). 

For Poiana Stânii Regale – Natura 2000 Site Bucegi the following species were 
selected: Gentiana lutea L. – rare and vulnerable plant in Romania, Gymnadenia 
conopsea (L.) R. Br., rare orchid, Scorzonera rosea Waldst. & Kit. and Trollius 
europaeus L., rare plants well represented in the protected area (Anastasiu and Crose 
2007) (Fig. 14). 

For Natura 2000 Site Stânca Tohani the following species were selected: Echium 
russicum J.F.Gmel. – European threatened plant, Alyssum caliacrae Nyar. –sub-
endemic and rare plant in Romania, Paronychia cephalotes (M. Bieb.) Besser – rare 
plant, and Salvia nutans L. – a well-represented plant in this protected area (Dihoru şi 
Negrean 1969) (Fig. 15, Fig. 16, Fig. 17). 

In the framework of this project, a range of informative materials were created 
and made available to volunteers and the citizens of the localities included in the 
project: field files for the identification of plants with conservation value, leaflets, 
posters for each site, banners, a Facebook page, (http://www.facebook.com/ 
?sk=welcome#!/pages/Natural-Networks-for-Places-and-People/393875763984966) and 
the booklet “Together for Plants” (Sârbu et al. 2012) (Fig. 18). 

 

 
Fig. 12. Ajuga salicifolia, Natura 2000 Site Fântâniţa-Murfatlar, Romania 
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Fig. 13. Ononis pusilla, Natura 2000 Site Fântâniţa-Murfatlar, Romania 

 

 
Fig. 14. Scorzonera rosea, Natura 2000 Site Bucegi – Poiana Stânii Regale, Romania 
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Fig. 15. Alyssum caliacrae, Natura 2000 Site Stânca Tohani, Romania 

 

 
Fig. 16. Paronychia cephalotes, Natura 2000 Site Stânca Tohani, Romania 
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Fig. 17. Echium russicum, Natura 2000 Site Stânca Tohani, Romania 

 
The booklet “Together for Plants” includes botanical information regarding the 

three Natura 2000 Sites included in the project (Fântâniţa-Murfatlar, Stânca Tohani, 
Poiana Stânii Regale from Bucegi), information and original pictures of the plants with 
conservation value from these sites, and information relating to the national 
environmental legislation, regulating activities in the Natura 2000 sites. 

This booklet is addressed to the general public, nature lovers, people who wish to 
learn more about the natural treasures in their immediate vicinity, and about the way 
they can contribute to the protection and conservation of plants.  

 
Conclusion 
The implementation of the European project “Natural Networks of Places and 

People” in Romania, represented an unique experience both for its organisers and the 
citizens involved. The project was well received by citizens of all ages, social categories 
and professions, and it showed that the rehabilitation of the concept of 
VOLUNTEERING is possible in Romania. 

Citizens of 14 to 73 years old took part in the activities of the project. People 
under 30 years old had the greatest share (52%), followed by people aged 30 to 55 
(41%) and by those over 55 (7%). 67% of the people involved in this project were 
women.  

As a pilot project in Romania, the project involved only three Natura 2000 sites 
and allowed for the creation of the first three centres of volunteers who support the 
conservation of plants in these areas of great importance in terms of plant conservation 
and protection (IPA-s). 
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Fig. 18. The booklet “Together for Plants” 
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At the same time, the project highlighted the importance of communication 
between botanical experts and the general public, and the willingness of people to learn 
more about the environment. 

The new type of partnership that emerged as a result of the project, linking 
national partners, local groups and volunteers for the protection and conservation of 
plants, is one of the greatest achievements of this project. 
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