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Plants are essential for our quality oflife. They are vital to the

balance of our ecosystem and provide food, clothes, housing

materials, medicine and jobs.

But plants are threatened in many ways: intensive agriculture
and forestry, direct impacts from economic activities and the

introduction ofnon-native species.

The facts are alarming! Two-thirds of the world' s higher plants

face extinction this century, already 64 endemic European

plants are extinct in the wild.

Aware of this alarming situation, in 1993 at the Bern Convention Plant Experts Meeting a

group of interested people suggested a conference to discuss pan-European cooperation for

plant conservation. A conference was organised in France in 1995 and the Planta Europa

Network was established - a network for sharing expertise and information on plant conser-

vation and for facilitating opportunities for the development of pan-European projects and

partnerships.

The Planta Europa network consists of governmental and non-governmental organisations

with the aim to conserve wild plants, both higher and lower, and their habitats in Europe.

The vision of Planta Europa is a world in which plants are valued - now and for the future.

The joint goal of all Planta Europa members is to halt the loss of wild plant diversity in

Europe by 2007.

Planta Europa holds a conference every three years (1998 Sweden, 2001 Czech Republic,

2004 Spain) where general policy, outcomes and new actions on the ground are discussed.

At the last conference in Spain in September 2004,245 delegates formulated an Action Plan

for European Plant conservation for the next 3 years. Between the conferences a steering

committee oversees the implementation of the Planta Europa projects and resolutions. The

secretariat of the network is currently held by Plantlife International in Salisbury, United

Kingdom.
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To date, the Planta Europa Network has 58 member organisations from 34 countries. Among

them are non-governmental conservation organisations, governmental bodies, botanical

gardens and universities. Planta Europa accepts members from a pan-European context on

a broader basis, so the geographical distribution of member organisations ranges from

Norway to Cyprus and from Portugal to Uzbekistan.

Taking action on plant conservation

At the third Planta Europa conference held in June 2001 in the Czech Republic, the network

mobilised all its plant conservation expertise for developing a master plan with concrete and

achievable targets to halt the loss of plant diversity in Europe. The outcome is known as the

European Plant Conservation Strategy (EPCS) and was developed jointly with the Council

of Europe. The EPCS is strongly linked to the Global Strategy on Plant Conservation deve-

loped under the Convention of Biological Diversity. In the EPCS, 42 targets are arranged
under five objectives, which correspond to the objectives of the GSPC:

• Understanding and documenting plant diversity

• Conserving plant diversity

• Using plant diversity sustainably

• Promoting education and awareness about plant diversity

• Building capacity for the conservation of plant diversity

Each target has a lead organisation that has agreed to take the target forward. Planta Europa
members therefore play a key role in implementing the strategy. In 2002 the EPCS was for-

mally acknowledged by the Convention on Biological Diversity as a valuable regional con-

tribution to the Global Strategy on Plant Conservation.
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One project Planta Europa has been focussing on is the Important Plant Areas (IPA) pro-

gramme. This sets out to identify significant areas for wild plants and to then ensure that

those sites are protected legally and practically. One protection mechanism could be, for

example, selection as a Natura 2000 site under the EU Habitats and Species Directive. The

selection of IPAs is based on three criteria: presence of threatened species, botanical rich-

ness and/or threatened habitats.

In the last 3 years, a major project on identifying IPAs in seven Central and Eastern

European countries (Belarus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia,

Slovenia) was carried out by Plantlife International and members of Planta Europa. At the

fourth Planta Europa conference in Spain last year, the discussion has gone further towards

a better integration of the IPA process in national and pan-European conservation policies

and practices.

From Spain to Romania

When Planta Europa members and plant conservation experts met in September 2004 in

Spain, the results from the Mid-Term Review of EPCS implementation were positive: more

than 50% of targets are progressing well and two have already been reached. But the review

also highlighted what remains to be achieved to reach the targets set for 2007.

In addition to the Mid-Term Review of the EPCS, the delegates of the congress have defined

seven "critical targets" for the Planta Europa network and its members. Together with the

accompanying Action Plan, the critical targets will act as main indicators of success for the

Planta Europa Network over the next three years.



Planta Europa Critical Targets

1. Expand Planta Europa membership to at least 100 active organisations

2. Increase the capacity of Planta Europa members to efficiently promote and

enable the EPCS and the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation in national

countries and on the European level

3. Design and launch a "wake-up calf for plant conservation at the fifth Planta

Europa conference

4. Establish an effective platform for information and knowledge exchange on

European plant conservation among all interested parties

5. Further promote the identification and protection of Important Plant Areas

(IPAs) in Europe

6. Support the development of a provisional European Plants and Fungi Red List

7. Identify and promote best practice for conservation and sustainable use of

medicinal and other socio-economically important plants to relevant policy makers

There is still a lot of work to do. And the network of Planta Europa, with its committed and

experienced members, is on the right path as proven by the last 10 years of challenging

activities. We look forward to the next Planta Europa conference - 2007 in Romania.

Benefits of becoming a Planta Europa member

• The opportunity to play a key role in implementing the European Plant

Conservation Strategy
• The opportunity to become a partner in pan-European plant conservation

projects
• The opportunity to influence the direction of the Planta Europa programme
• The opportunity to nominate Steering Committee members and vote at the

conference

• Immediate and free access to Planta Europa information resources

• The opportunity to present at Planta Europa conferences

• Discount on conference fees. In case of over-subscription, members receive

priority.

• Free Planta Europa publications
• New since 2004! Free subscription to Plant Talk magazine for all members

from Central and Eastern Europe, and free for oneyear for all new members

from western Europe.
• Receive support from Planta Europa to oppose plarming applications and

other activities that are dbtrimental to wild plants in Europe
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The membership is open to European organisations, governmental or non-governmental
whose mission is to conserve the wild plants of Europe, both higher and lower, and their

habitats.
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